
Color The Classics Christmas Carols Test (Middle/High)  Name:      

 

1. What did Francis of Assisi set up in a cave near his village in 1224? 

2. Who wrote the music (and possibly the words) for Adeste Fideles (O Come, All Ye Faithful)? 

3. The song in question #2 is also known as what? 

4. Which hymn uses the Latin phrase ‘Gloria in Excelsis Deo’ as its refrain? 

5. In the early 1800s it was against the law to have Christmas celebrations so carols such as God 

Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen were secretly printed on what? 

6. What sign did people use to have the carolers stop and sing Christmas Carols? 

7. It is customary to stand during the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ of what song? 

8. Where did Handel donate the profits from the answer to question #7? 

9. Charles Wesley was the original author of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing but who wrote the tune 

that is currently used with it? He died before he got to hear it played. 

10. Pastor Edmund Hamilton Sears wrote what poem and then lost it before finding it again and 

having it printed and set to music? 

11. Isaac Watts used tunes from Handel’s Messiah for what hymn that was inspired by Psalm 98? 

12. What carol dates to the reign of Charlemagne and is the only carol known today as an antiphon? 

13. Which author was most famous for Cantique de Noel (O Holy Night)? 

14. Which man was a very fast speaker and could speak almost 1300 words a minute? He also had a 

gift for inspiring people, especially physically disabled children. 

15. Which hymn was written after a visit to the Holy Land by the man in question #14? 

16. Which simple poem has been translated into 125 languages and is known all around the world? 

17. Who wrote the music for Father Mohr’s Silent Night which was almost attributed to Michael 

Haydn? 

18. John Henry Hopkins gave specific instructions on how what song was to be performed? 

19. What hymn was written by an insurance company manager, William Chatterton Dix, one day 

when he was sick? 

20. Queen Victoria enjoyed music written for Dix’s poem so much that she made which composer a 

knight? 

Word List (one word will NOT be used) 

A) Adolphe Adams  

B) Angels We have Heard On High 

C) Nativity Scene 

D) Broadsides 

E) Joy To The World 

F) Felix Mendelssohn 

G) Orphanage  

H) O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

I) Portuguese Hymn 

J) A Burning Candle  

K) It Came Upon A Midnight Clear   

L) Phillips Brooks 

M) John Francis Wade  

N) O Little Town of Bethlehem  

O) Roman Catholic Church 

P) Franz Gruber   

Q) Silent Night  

R) What Child Is This 

S) We Three Kings   

T) Messiah 

U) John Stainer 

 



Color The Classics Christmas Carols Test (Elementary)  Name:      

 

1. What did Francis of Assisi set up in a cave near his village in 1224? 

a. A Nativity Scene   c. A photo booth for pictures with Santa 

b. A movie theatre   d. A Christmas tree with lights 

2. Adeste Fidelis (O Come All Ye Faithful) is also known as what? 

a. Portuguese Hymn   c. A Creche 

b. An Antiphon    d. A homophone 

3. What sign did people use to have the carolers stop and sing Christmas Carols like God Rest Ye 

Merry Gentlemen? 

a. A sign for free Hot Cocoa  c. A burning candle in the window 

b. A Christmas tree with lights      d. An empty shoe on the doorstep 

4. Where did Handel donate the profits from the Messiah? 

a. himself     c. his favorite orphanage 

b. A toy drive    d. Santa’s Workshop 

5. Charles Wesley was the original author of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing but who wrote the tune 

that is currently used with it? He died before he got to hear it played. 

a. Isaac Watts    c. John Stainer 

b. St. Francis of Assisi   d. Felix Mendelssohn 

6. Pastor Edmund Hamilton Sears wrote what poem and then lost it before finding it again and 

having it printed and set to music? 

a. We Wish You A Merry Christmas c. Joy To The World 

b. It Came Upon A Midnight Clear  d. Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer 

7. Isaac Watts used tunes from Handel’s Messiah for what hymn that was inspired by Psalm 98? 

a. The Twelve Days of Christmas  c. Joy To The World 

b. Jingle Bells    d. We Three Kings 

8. What carol dates to the reign of Charlemagne and is the only carol known today as an antiphon? 

a. O Come, O Come Emmanuel  c. We Three Kings 

b. Silent Night    d. Frosty The Snowman 

9. Which author was most famous for Cantique de Noel (O Holy Night)? 

a. John Francis Wade   c. Adolphe Adams    

b. John Stainer    d. Francis of Assisi 

10. Which man was a very fast speaker and could speak almost 1300 words a minute, and what 

song did he write? He also had a gift for inspiring people, especially physically disabled children. 

a. James Pierpont- Jingle Bells  c. Thomas Oliphant – Deck The Halls 

b. Isaac Watts – Joy To The World  d. Phillips Brooks – O Little Town Of Bethlehem  

11. Which simple poem has been translated into 125 languages and is known all around the world? 

a. Joy To The World   c. Deck The Halls 

b. The Twelve Days of Christmas  d. Silent Night 

12. Queen Victoria enjoyed music written for What Child Is This so much that she made which 

composer a knight? 

a. Isaac Watts    c. John Stainer 

b. Adolphe Adams    d. John Hopkins 



Color The Classics Christmas Carols Test (Middle/High)  Name:  ANSWERS   

 

1. What did Francis of Assisi set up in a cave near his village in 1224? C 

2. Who wrote the music (and possibly the words) for Adeste Fideles (O Come, All Ye Faithful)? M 

3. The song in question #2 is also known as what? I 

4. Which hymn uses the Latin phrase ‘Gloria in Excelsis Deo’ as its refrain? B 

5. In the early 1800s it was against the law to have Christmas celebrations so carols such as God 

Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen were secretly printed on what? D 

6. What sign did people use to have the carolers stop and sing Christmas Carols? J 

7. It is customary to stand during the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ of what song? T 

8. Where did Handel donate the profits from the answer to question #7? G 

9. Charles Wesley was the original author of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing but who wrote the tune 

that is currently used with it? He died before he got to hear it played. F 

10. Pastor Edmund Hamilton Sears wrote what poem and then lost it before finding it again and 

having it printed and set to music? K 

11. Isaac Watts used tunes from Handel’s Messiah for what hymn that was inspired by Psalm 98? E 

12. What carol dates to the reign of Charlemagne and is the only carol known today as an antiphon? H 

13. Which author was most famous for Cantique de Noel (O Holy Night)? A 

14. Which man was a very fast speaker and could speak almost 1300 words a minute? He also had a 

gift for inspiring people, especially physically disabled children. L 

15. Which hymn was written after a visit to the Holy Land by the man in question #14? N 

16. Which simple poem has been translated into 125 languages and is known all around the world? Q 

17. Who wrote the music for Father Mohr’s Silent Night which was almost attributed to Michael 

Haydn? P 

18. John Henry Hopkins gave specific instructions on how what song was to be performed? S 

19. What hymn was written by an insurance company manager, William Chatterton Dix, one day 

when he was sick? R 

20. Queen Victoria enjoyed music written for Dix’s poem so much that she made which composer a 

knight? U 

Word List (one word will NOT be used) 

A) Adolphe Adams  

B) Angels We have Heard On High 

C) Nativity Scene 

D) Broadsides 

E) Joy To The World 

F) Felix Mendelssohn 

G) Orphanage  

H) O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

I) Portuguese Hymn 

J) A Burning Candle  

K) It Came Upon A Midnight Clear   

L) Phillips Brooks 

M) John Francis Wade  

N) O Little Town of Bethlehem  

O) Roman Catholic Church 

P) Franz Gruber   

Q) Silent Night  

R) What Child Is This 

S) We Three Kings   

T) Messiah   

U) John Stainer 

 



Color The Classics Christmas Carols Test (Elementary)  Name:  ANSWERS   

1. What did Francis of Assisi set up in a cave near his village in 1224? 

a. A Nativity Scene   c. A photo booth for pictures with Santa 

b. A movie theatre   d. A Christmas tree with lights 

2. Adeste Fidelis (O Come All Ye Faithful) is also known as what? 

a. Portuguese Hymn   c. A Creche 

b. An Antiphon    d. A homophone 

3. What sign did people use to have the carolers stop and sing Christmas Carols like God Rest Ye 

Merry Gentlemen? 

a. A sign for free Hot Cocoa  c. A burning candle in the window 

b. A Christmas tree with lights      d. An empty shoe on the doorstep 

4. Where did Handel donate the profits from the Messiah? 

a. himself     c. his favorite orphanage 

b. A toy drive    d. Santa’s Workshop 

5. Charles Wesley was the original author of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing but who wrote the tune 

that is currently used with it? He died before he got to hear it played. 

a. Isaac Watts    c. John Stainer 

b. St. Francis of Assisi   d. Felix Mendelssohn 

6. Pastor Edmund Hamilton Sears wrote what poem and then lost it before finding it again and 

having it printed and set to music? 

a. We Wish You A Merry Christmas c. Joy To The World 

b. It Came Upon A Midnight Clear  d. Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer 

7. Isaac Watts used tunes from Handel’s Messiah for what hymn that was inspired by Psalm 98? 

a. The Twelve Days of Christmas  c. Joy To The World 

b. Jingle Bells    d. We Three Kings 

8. What carol dates to the reign of Charlemagne and is the only carol known today as an antiphon? 

a. O Come, O Come Emmanuel  c. We Three Kings 

b. Silent Night    d. Frosty The Snowman 

9. Which author was most famous for Cantique de Noel (O Holy Night)? 

a. John Francis Wade   c. Adolphe Adams    

b. John Stainer    d. Francis of Assisi 

10. Which man was a very fast speaker and could speak almost 1300 words a minute, and what 

song did he write? He also had a gift for inspiring people, especially physically disabled children. 

a. James Pierpont- Jingle Bells  c. Thomas Oliphant – Deck The Halls 

b. Isaac Watts – Joy To The World  d. Phillips Brooks – O Little Town Of Bethlehem  

11. Which simple poem has been translated into 125 languages and is known all around the world? 

a. Joy To The World   c. Deck The Halls 

b. The Twelve Days of Christmas  d. Silent Night 

12. Queen Victoria enjoyed music written for What Child Is This so much that she made which 

composer a knight? 

a. Isaac Watts    c. John Stainer 

b. Adolphe Adams    d. John Hopkins 

 

 


