Getting Ready for the Holidays Week 7 (The Week After
Thanksgiving)

Here are some of the things that we will be working on this week:

1. We continue to look for things that don’t belong and get them put away where they
belong or get rid of things we don’t really need as we do our weekly ‘Home Blessings’. /
will also have the kids sorting through their toys and clothes to make room for things
that may be coming in soon.

2. If we have items (or cards) that need to be mailed we will try to get them taken care of
ASAP... sometimes | have gifts sent directly to the recipients but I try to warn them
ahead of time so they can be on the lookout for them.

3. |Ishould already have all of the wrapping supplies | need by now but if | haven’t bought
the wrapping paper and supplies then | will try to make sure to get those this week. /
also make sure that | have ordered any special tablecloths**** or tableware that | may

need for Christmas so it gets here in plenty of time.
4. lwillreview the menu lists in my Holiday Planner so | can try to add as many of the

pantry goods to my weekly grocery list as well as double checking to make sure that we
have plenty of the everyday essentials like toilet paper and paper towels because we
don’t want to run out of those things when we have guests.

5. I’'llreview my list of ‘make-ahead’ items and try to knock out a few of them so there will
be less to do at Polar Express and Christmas. | will also start sending out any last-

minute invites for parties and meals. If we have decided to do a gift exchange we will
make sure everyone has all the information they need as well.

6. | needto pull out all of my Polar Express and St. Nicholas Day items to look through
them and check on what | need to get ordered ASAP if | haven’t already done so. / will
also need to see if Santa will be visiting our Polar Express and make the necessary
preparations if he is.

7. lwill also look up some information about Christmas traditions and history to add to
our homeschool lessons as well as some fun Advent activities. You can check this post

HERE for some ideas! We have some old posts about St. Nicholas Day HERE. | really

want to make some paper mache wooden shoes this year so | have been looking up a
ton of links like these HERE, HERE, and HERE. | even came across an idea for baking

bread to look like shoes!*
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https://kirbyskorner.site/2016/12/02/weekly-routines/
https://amzn.to/3R330g1
https://kirbyskorner.site/2023/11/10/holiday-planner-pics-nothing-fancy/
https://kirbyskorner.site/2022/12/18/polar-express-2022/
https://www.google.com/search?q=christmas+traditions+around+the+world&sca_esv=7babcc42aa14a4dc&sxsrf=AM9HkKm3pNCSzfsyulOcnuVDFOlVZucfAg%3A1699635588562&source=hp&ei=hGFOZZ6hIKGSwt0PjZa3-Aw&iflsig=AO6bgOgAAAAAZU5vlG6gXQnINL_XzonugtVfMf6lMBvt&oq=christmas+traditions&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhRjaHJpc3RtYXMgdHJhZGl0aW9ucyoCCAEyCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEyBRAAGIAESMYlUABYoRZwAHgAkAEAmAGIAaABlhOqAQQwLjIwuAEByAEA-AEBwgIEECMYJ8ICCBAAGIoFGJECwgIUEC4YigUYsQMYgwEYxwEY0QMYkQLCAhEQLhiABBixAxiDARjHARjRA8ICCxAuGIoFGLEDGIMBwgIHECMYigUYJ8ICDhAAGIoFGLEDGIMBGJECwgIUEC4YgwEYxwEYsQMY0QMYigUYkQLCAgsQLhiABBixAxiDAcICCxAAGIoFGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YigUYsQMYgwEYkQLCAggQLhiKBRiRAsICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgIQEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEYRhj7AcICDhAAGIAEGLEDGIMBGMkDwgIIEAAYigUYkgPCAgUQLhiABA&sclient=gws-wiz
https://kirbyskorner.site/2016/12/05/advent/
https://kirbyskorner.site/2016/11/27/christmas/
https://kirbyskorner.site/2022/12/06/st-nicholas-day-2022/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/296674694187777041/
http://www.around-amsterdam.com/sinterklaas.html
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/119626933827940402/
https://everydaybest.com/wooden-shoes-for-christmas/
https://everydaybest.com/wooden-shoes-for-christmas/

8. I’m also trying to plan to do the 3 gift rule here this year but I’m not sure how it will go
yet. I’ve got some links about this idea HERE, HERE, and HERE. This will hopefully
encourage the focus to be more on Jesus than Santa and the gifts he will bring.

Life is crazy enough without adding holiday stress to it. The simpler we can keep things, the
better in most cases and we are always trying to find creative solutions to things we need to

get done. By spending just a few minutes a day working on these tasks it helps to get us
prepared without causing a lot of unnecessary stress.

*Don’t try to do EVERYTHING all at once... we have gradually incorporated more ideas into our
holiday season but there have been years when we just couldn’t do it all. The kids stillhad a
great holiday season and everyone appreciated the special events more the next time we were
able to have them.
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https://www.purewow.com/family/three-gift-christmas-rule#:~:text=What%20is%20the%20three%2Dgift,with%20their%20Christmas%20gift%20asks.
https://thrivingparents.net/how-we-do-christmas-with-3-gift-rule/
https://www.annmariejohn.com/the-3-gift-christmas-rule
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