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     Week 1: Prairie Spring & Homesteading (Chapters 1–4) 

• Reading Schedule: 

o Day 1: Ch. 1 (Surprise) 

o Day 2: Ch. 2 (Springtime on the Claim) 

o Day 3: Ch. 3 (Happy Days) 

o Day 4: Ch. 4 (The Double-Barreled Rifle) 

             Language Arts 

• Vocabulary: 

o Shanty 

o Gopher 

o Immaculate 

o Sod 

o Dynamic 

o provisions 

• Discussion Question: How does Laura’s attitude toward her work on the claim shanty reflect 

her growing mature responsibilities compared to the earlier books? 

• Writing Activity: Write an original descriptive paragraph detailing the transformation of an 

outdoor prairie field as winter turns into a vibrant spring. 

 

       Math Word Problem 

Problem: Pa plants 2/5 of an acre of corn on his homestead claim on Monday, and 1/3 of an acre on 

Tuesday. If he needs to plant a total field size of 2 full acres of corn, how many fractions of an acre 

remain unplanted? 

 

   Geography & History 

• Topic: The physical geography of Kingsbury County and De Smet. Look up historical records of 

early 1880 settlement tracts and how boundaries were staked using surveyor flags. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingsbury_County,_South_Dakota
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      Science 

• Topic: Soil horizons and prairie ecosystems. Study the composition of deep prairie sod and 

examine how native grass root networks hold moisture and anchor topsoil against high winds. 

 

     Life Skills & Labs 

• Pioneer Records Lab (History Integration): Research the legal steps needed to prove up a 

"Tree Claim" vs. a regular Homestead Claim, noting why planting rows of trees was federally 

incentivized. See the end of this lesson plan. 

 

    PE, Health & Safety 

• Topic: Firearm handling protocols. Analyze Pa’s strict protocols when cleaning and handling 

his double-barrelled rifle to teach basic gun safety concepts. 

 

      Art, Music & Crafts 

• Topic: Sketching wildlife. Practice a graphite pencil drawing of a native prairie gopher or a wild 

bird mentioned in the early spring chapters. 
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Week 1: Pioneer Records Lab 

Student Activity Pages & Guided Historical Research 

• Unit Context: Chapter 1 (Surprise) & Chapter 2 (Springtime on the Claim) 

• Student Name: ____________________ 

• Date Started: ____________ Date Completed: ____________ 

 

 

     Part 1: Background & Reading Connection 

In the opening chapters of Little Town on the Prairie, the Ingalls family returns to their homestead 

claim for the spring. Pa works hard to build up their small claim shanty, plow the soil, and plant crops. 

This land was not purchased from a typical real estate agent; it was claimed under the Homestead 

Act of 1862, a federal law designed to encourage settlement of the western territories. 

To earn absolute ownership (the deed) of a 160-acre plot, a pioneer had to pay a small filing fee, build 

a permanent home, live on the land for five continuous years, and successfully cultivate crops. 

Today, you will step into the shoes of a historian. You will use a live federal database to unearth the 

original land patent records for the Ingalls family in Kingsbury County, Dakota Territory. 

 

 

     Part 2: Research Setup & Database Navigation 

To find your primary source documents, follow these exact navigation steps on a computer or tablet: 

1. Open your web browser and go to the official Bureau of Land Management General Land Office 

(GLO) Records Database. 

2. Click on the "Search Land Patents" tab or link on the main menu. 

3. In the search fields, filter your parameters precisely: 

o State: Select South Dakota from the dropdown menu. 

o Last Name: Type Ingalls into the box. 

o First Name: Type Charles into the box. 

4. Click the "Search" button at the bottom of the form. 

 

 

https://glorecords.blm.gov/
https://glorecords.blm.gov/
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       Part 3: Primary Source Data Extraction 

Locate the record matching Charles P. Ingalls in Kingsbury County and click on the "Patent Image" or 

"Doc ID" link to extract the historical data. 

1. The Legal Document Identity: What is the official Land Patent Document Number issued to 

Charles P. Ingalls? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The Timeline of Ownership: What is the exact Issue Date stamped on this final land patent? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Land Authority: Which United States President’s name is signed at the bottom of this official 

land deed? (Note: This may be signed by an official secretary on behalf of the President). 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Geographical Land Description: Copy down the exact Township, Range, and Section numbers 

listed under the legal land description. This grid allowed the government to pinpoint his exact 

plot on an empty prairie map. 

o Section Number: ____________ 

o Township Number: ____________ 

o Range Number: ____________ 

 

 

          Part 4: Critical Thinking & Historical Analysis 

Answer the following questions based on your readings and your database discoveries. 

1. The Filing Timeline Gap: Look closely at the Issue Date on Pa's land patent. The Ingalls family 

moved to this claim in late 1879/early 1880, but the deed wasn't finalized until years later. 

Based on the rules of the Homestead Act, explain why there is such a massive multi-year gap 

between the day a family pitched their tent and the day they officially received their land patent. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The "Tree Claim" Alternative: In addition to this homestead, Pa files for a neighboring Timber 

Culture Claim (often called a tree claim). Under this specific law, a pioneer didn't have to build 

a house, but they had to successfully grow 10 acres of trees on the treeless prairie. Why would 

the United States government want to give away free land just to convince pioneers to plant 

dense rows of trees? Think about weather, wind, and resources. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Week 2: Town Life & Industrial Growth (Chapters 5–8) 

• Reading Schedule: 

o Day 1: Ch. 5 (Working in Town) 

o Day 2: Ch. 6 (The Dark Hour) 

o Day 3: Ch. 7 (The Tiny Paper) 

o Day 4: Ch. 8 (Fourth of July) 

             Language Arts 

• Vocabulary:  

o Bastings 

o Speculator 

o Typography 

o Patriotic 

o Orator 

o assembly 

• Discussion Question: What does Laura's choice to take an exhausting job sewing shirts in 

town tell you about her commitment to Mary's college fund? 

• Writing Activity: Imagine you are a town reporter writing for the local pioneer newspaper. Write 

a headline story covering the town's festive Fourth of July celebration events. 

 

       Math Word Problem 

Problem: Laura earns $0.25 for every custom shirt she sews for the local tailor shop. If she manages 

to sew a total of 14 shirts in a standard 6-day workweek, what is her total dollar income for that 

week? 
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   Geography & History  

Historical Map Guide: The Spatial Geography of De Smet & The Fourth of July, 1881 

• Topic: The historic significance of the 4th of July celebration on the American frontier. Read 

about the early printing presses used to run simple community newspapers in developing 

western territories. See instructions at the end of the lesson plan. 

 

      Science 

• Topic: Mechanics of textiles and needles. Study how different weave variations (linens, 

flannels, wools) hold together structurally under tensile stress forces. 

• "The Printing Press Lever Lab: Early frontier newspapers were printed using a hand-cranked 

lever press. Review the three classes of levers in physics. Sketch a diagram showing where the 

Effort, Fulcrum, and Load sit on a traditional mechanical flatbed press. Using a handheld 

rolling pin or a lever-arm garlic press in your kitchen, test how changing the distance of your 

hand (force arm) from the pivot point affects the mechanical advantage and pressure applied 

to the surface. Record your observations on a force data chart." 

 

     Life Skills & Labs 

• The Tailor's Stitching Lab (Life Skills Integration): Practice hand-stitching a basic straight 

stitch, hem stitch, and basting stitch using scrap canvas fabric, needles, and colorful heavy 

thread. See instructions at the end of the lesson plan. 

 

    PE, Health & Safety 

• Topic: Heat stroke prevention during summer celebrations. Analyze the physical hazards of 

extreme outdoor temperature exposure during crowded community festivals and identify 

active hydration parameters. 

 

      Art, Music & Crafts 

• Topic: Frontier patriotic tunes. Listen to historic 1880 variations of "The Star-Spangled Banner" 

or "My Country, 'Tis of Thee" and research why brass horns dominated holiday parades. 
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Historical Map Guide 

The Spatial Geography of De Smet & The Fourth of July, 1881 

• Unit Context: Chapter 7 (The Tiny Paper) & Chapter 8 (Fourth of July) 

 

      Part 1: Mapping the Frontier Town Grid 

In Chapter 8, the entire county gathers in the bustling town of De Smet to celebrate Independence 

Day. To visualize this community growth, follow the instructions below to sketch and analyze a 1881 

frontier town layout grid. 

 

     Student Mapping Activity: 

On a blank sheet of grid paper, use a ruler and colored pencils to map out the town layout described 

by Laura Ingalls Wilder, utilizing these key parameters: 

• The Main Intersection: Draw two wide, intersecting lines in the center of your page. Label the 

horizontal road "Calumet Avenue" (Main Street) and the vertical intersecting line "The Railroad 

Right-of-Way". 

• The Iron Horse: Draw a series of dashed tracks along the railroad line. Label the small building 

directly next to the tracks as the "Chicago & North Western Train Depot". 

• Commercial Center: Along Calumet Avenue, draw a block of narrow, shared-wall rectangles to 

represent the storefronts. Label Pa's town building, the General Store, and the Tailor Shop 

where Laura sews shirts. 

• The Civic Center: On the corner of the grid, mark a larger square with a flagpole out front. 

Label this the "Town Schoolhouse". 
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 Part 2: Mapping the Fourth of July Festival Route 

Read Chapter 8 carefully, tracking the movements of the crowd. Fill in the geographic milestones below 

to trace the festival layout. 

[ Train Depot ] ---> ( 1. Calumet Avenue Parade ) ---> [ 2. The Public Square ] ---> ( 3. The Open Prairie 

Race Track ) 

1. Milestone 1: Calumet Avenue Promenade 

o Geographical Context: The townspeople line up along Main Street to watch the horse-

drawn wagons pass by. 

o Map Analysis Question: Why did early railroad towns build all their commercial shops 

facing a single main street (Calumet Ave) directly perpendicular to the train tracks? How 

does this layout help a newly arrived traveler? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Milestone 2: The Public Square & Pavilion 

o Geographical Context: The crowd moves to an open pavilion area where a massive 

American flag flies, patriotic speeches are read by an orator, and the entire community 

sings songs together. 

o Map Analysis Question: In 1881, De Smet was located in the Dakota Territory, which was 

not yet an official US state. Why was celebrating the 4th of July so deeply important to 

pioneers living in an unorganized territory thousands of miles away from Washington, 

D.C.? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Milestone 3: The Open Prairie Race Track 

o Geographical Context: The celebration moves outside the town limits to the wide, flat, 

open prairie for the footprint races and the horse races, where single-rig buggies 

compete on a long, straight dirt track. 

o Map Analysis Question: How did the flat, tree-less, glacial topography of the Great Plains 

geography make it easy for pioneers to instantly set up long race tracks and fields 

without heavy clearing work? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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         Week 2: The Tailor’s Stitching Lab 

Student Activity Pages & Guided Practicum 

• Unit Context: Chapter 5 (Working in Town) & Chapter 6 (The Dark Hour) 

• Student Name: ____________________ 

• Date Started: ____________ Date Completed: ____________ 

 

 

     Part 1: Background & Reading Connection 

In Chapter 5, Laura takes on a difficult, repetitive job in town helping a local tailor sew custom shirts. 

Sitting on a hard bench for hours, she carefully pulls out basting threads and sews straight, flat 

seams by hand. Every single stitch has to be small, strong, and perfectly spaced to earn her pay. 

Pioneer families couldn't just walk into a department store to buy cheap, ready-made clothes. Fabric 

was a precious resource, and clothing construction was a vital survival skill. If a seam failed during a 

winter blizzard, it wasn't just an inconvenience—it was a safety hazard. 

Today, you will step into Laura’s shoes. You will practice handling a needle, regulating your tension, 

and mastering the three foundational stitches of 19th-century garment making. 

 

 

     Part 2: Lab Setup & Materials 

Gather your tools before beginning. Check off each box as you place the item on your workspace: 

• Scrap Fabric: Two pieces of plain, light-colored woven fabric (cotton canvas, muslin, or an old 

flannel sheet cut into 6 inch × 6 inch squares). 

• Hand Sewing Needle: A standard sharp embroidery or sewing needle. 

• Thread: A bright, high-contrast color of heavy sewing thread or embroidery floss (using a bright 

color makes it easy for you and your teacher to examine your stitch spacing). 

• Scissors: Sharp fabric shears. 

• Ruler & Pencil: For marking guide parameters. 
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   Part 3: Preparation & Fabric Mapping 

Before you make your first stitch, tailors must prepare their material. Complete these layout steps: 

1. Lay your two fabric squares flat on top of each other, aligning the edges perfectly. 

2. Using your ruler and a pencil, lightly draw three parallel horizontal guidelines across the top 

piece of fabric. Space the lines exactly 1.5 inches apart. 

3. Label the top line "Line 1: Basting Stitch". 

4. Label the middle line "Line 2: Straight Running Stitch". 

5. Label the bottom line "Line 3: Hem Stitch". 

 

 

         Part 4: The Stitching Practicum 

    Activity 1: The Basting Stitch (Line 1) 

• Pioneer Purpose: A temporary, loose stitch used to pin layers of a shirt or dress together 

securely before the permanent sewing begins. It is designed to be easily snipped and pulled 

out later. 

• Task: Thread your needle and tie a knot at the end. Starting at the left edge of Line 1, push your 

needle up through both layers of fabric. Sew a series of long, spaced stitches across the line. 

• Target Constraint: Each stitch must be exactly 1/2 inch long, with a 1/2 inch gap between 

stitches. 

 

    Activity 2: The Straight Running Stitch (Line 2) 

• Pioneer Purpose: The primary structural seam stitch used to hold shirts, trousers, and shifts 

together. These must be incredibly tight and close together so the seams do not pull open 

under physical stress. 

• Task: Start at the left edge of Line 2. Push your needle up and down through the fabric in a 

continuous, tight rhythm. Keep your thread tension even—do not pull so hard that the fabric 

puckers! 

• Target Constraint: Every single stitch must be tiny (approximately 1/8 inch long), perfectly 

straight on the pencil line, and touching the next stitch with minimal gaps. 
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    Activity 3: The Blind Hem Stitch (Line 3) 

• Pioneer Purpose: Used to turn up the bottom edge of sleeves, skirts, and shirt tails so the raw, 

cut edges of the fabric do not fray or unravel over months of heavy washings. 

• Task: Fold the bottom edge of your fabric up by 1/2 inch along Line 3 to form a crisp hem 

crease. Starting from the inside fold, catch just a tiny thread of the main fabric layer, then push 

the needle through the folded edge. Repeat this slanted, catching pattern across the line. 

• Target Constraint: The stitches on the front side of the fabric should look like tiny, nearly 

invisible dots spaced uniformly apart. 

 

 

          Part 5: Student Lab Analysis 

Answer the following analytical questions completely based on your experience during this lab. 

1. Physical Labor & Empathy: How did your fingers, wrists, and neck feel after completing just 

three lines of hand-stitching? Based on this physical sensation, describe what it would be like 

for 15-year-old Laura to sit in a dim tailor shop sewing these lines for 10 hours every single 

day to save money for Mary's college fund. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Mechanical Stress & Seam Quality: Look closely at your Line 2 (Straight Running Stitch). 

Gently pull the two pieces of fabric apart from the sides. Does your seam hold tightly together, 

or can you see gaps of thread stretching out? Explain why a loose seam would be a major 

structural failure for a pioneer working outdoors on a farm. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Industrial History Comparison: Today, electric sewing machines and automated factory looms 

can assembly thousands of shirts per hour. How does our modern ease of purchasing cheap 

clothing change how we treat and value our clothes compared to a pioneer family who hand-

crafted every item? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 Pollywogsplace.com 

     Part 6: Teacher Inspection & Evaluation Card 

Instructors: Securely staple the student's completed stitching fabric sample to the back of this page and 

use this rubric card for grading. 

Evaluation 

Metric 

       Mastery (5 Pts)    Developing (3 Pts)     Needs Revision (1 Pt) 

Basting 

Accuracy  

(Line 1) 

Stitches are long, uniform 

(1/2 inch), and trace the 

line precisely. 

Stitches are present but 

lengths are highly 

uneven or crooked. 

Stitches are short, messy, 

or fail to bind the two fabric 

layers. 

Seam 

Structural 

Integrity  

(Line 2) 

Stitches are tiny, tight, 

consistently close 

together, with no 

puckering. 

Gaps are visible when 

seam is pulled; tension 

fluctuates. 

Seam is completely loose 

or fabric is heavily bunched 

and twisted. 

Hem 

Precision 

(Line 3) 

Fabric fold is clean and 

straight; front-side needle 

points are small and 

uniform. 

Hem fold is uneven; 

front-side stitches are 

large and visible. 

Hem failed to catch the 

baseline fabric or unraveled 

completely. 

Lab Analysis 

Quality 

Answers show deep 

textual reflection and clear 

historical critical thinking. 

Answers are brief or lack 

connections to the 

specific novel events. 

Answers are incomplete, 

copying definitions without 

synthesis. 

• Total Score: _______ / 20 Points 

• Teacher Notes: ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Week 3: Back to School & Conflicts (Chapters 9–13) 

• Reading Schedule: 

o Day 1: Ch. 9 (Blackbirds) 

o Day 2: Ch. 10 (The Schoolroom) 

o Day 3: Ch. 11 (Miss Wilder's Choice) 

o Day 4: Ch. 12 (Snug for Winter) & Ch. 13 (School Days) 

             Language Arts 

• Vocabulary:  

o Commotion 

o Rebellious 

o Subduing 

o Melancholy 

o Persistent 

o authority 

• Discussion Question: Analyze the conflict between Miss Wilder (the teacher) and the older 

schoolboys. How could communication changes have de-escalated the classroom disruption? 

• Writing Activity: Write a poem reflecting on the monotonous rhythmic sound of blackbirds 

swarming an open agricultural grain field. 

• The Classroom Conflict Resolution Script: Miss Wilder relies on strict, uncompromising 

authority demands, which causes a rebellious commotion among the older students. You are 

the peer mediator. Write a 2-page dramatic script rewriting the argument in Chapter 11. Your 

dialogue must show how using de-escalation techniques (active listening, neutral I-

statements, and clear compromise boundaries) could transform a chaotic classroom 

disruption into a productive compromise. 
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       Math Word Problem  

Mapping Grids 

Problem: A swarm of blackbirds destroys a local wheat field. On day one, they consume 15 pounds of 

grain. If their consumption rate doubles every consecutive day for 4 straight days, how many total 

cumulative pounds of grain will be destroyed by the end of day four? (See the instructions at the end of 

the lesson plan.) 

 

   Geography & History 

• Topic: The evolution of the American One-Room Schoolhouse. Study the rules, multi-age 

classroom setups, and strict social structures that dictated 19th-century public education. 

 

      Science 

• Topic: Avian migration behaviors and pest dynamics. Research the biological swarming traits 

of blackbirds and explore how early farmers defended crops prior to synthetic pest options. 

 

     Life Skills & Labs 

• Insulation Lab Check (Science Integration): Track how modern windows hold warmth inside a 

schoolhouse compared to the primitive window seals and coal stove setups used in pioneer 

public buildings. 

 

    PE, Health & Safety 

• Topic: Posture and ergonomics in the classroom. Pioneer children sat on hard wooden 

benches for long stretches. Design a physical core-stretching routine to manage proper 

structural posture while studying inside. 

 

      Art, Music & Crafts 

• Topic: Slateboard design. Try utilizing an authentic slate tile board or a chalkboard to complete 

math drills and cursive penmanship work, replicating classic pioneer methods. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One-room_schoolhouse
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       Math Word Problem  

Mapping Grids 

     Part 1: Background & Reading Connection 

In Chapter 9, an immense, swirling cloud of red-winged blackbirds descends upon Pa’s beautiful field 

of oats on the homestead claim. Laura describes the sound of their wings like a rushing river, and 

within minutes, thousands of birds are stripping the grain right out of the hulls. 

For a pioneer family, an unchecked wildlife swarm was a financial and physical disaster. If the birds 

destroyed the grain crop, Pa would lose his primary source of income and the feed needed to keep 

their horses and livestock alive through the coming winter. 

Today, you will use coordinate graphing grids and exponential math modeling to map out the 

destruction pattern of a bird swarm and calculate exactly how fast a small problem can multiply on 

an open farm field. 

 

           Part 2: Mapping the Field Coordinate Grid 

Pa’s oat field can be mapped out as a four-quadrant coordinate plane. The center of the field where 

Pa stands with his gun is the origin (0,0). Each grid line unit on your graph paper represents exactly 

10 yards. 

Using a blank sheet of grid paper, draw a vertical y-axis and a horizontal x-axis. Number the lines from 

-5 to 5 on both axes. Plot the following structural landmarks on your grid: 

• Point P (Pa's Location): Plot a point at the origin (0,0). 

• Point S (The Claim Shanty): Plot a point at coordinates (-4, 3). 

• Point W (The Water Well): Plot a point at coordinates (2, -3). 

• Point B (The First Swarm Landing Site): Plot a point at coordinates (4, 2). 

 Grid Coordinate Questions: 

1. In which quadrant did the blackbirds first land? (Quadrant I, II, III, or IV?) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. If Pa (0,0) walks directly to the Water Well (2, -3), how many total grid units east (right) and 

how many grid units south (down) must he walk? 

o Units East: ____________ 

o Units South: ____________ 
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    Part 3: The Exponential Destruction Grid 

Once the blackbirds land at Point B, they begin consuming grain at an alarming exponential rate. On 

Day 1, the small scout flock consumes exactly 15 pounds of oats before Pa scares them off. 

However, they return the next day with reinforcements, causing the total weight of destroyed grain to 

double every single day for 4 consecutive days. 

1. Fill out the exponential growth table below to track the destruction layout: 

Day 

Sequence 

Mathematical Operation Daily Grain Destroyed 

(lbs) 

Cumulative Total Grain 

Eaten (lbs) 

Day 1 Baseline Starting Amount 15 lbs 15 lbs 

Day 2 15 \times 2 ____________ lbs ____________ lbs 

Day 3 {Previous Day's Weight} \times 2 ____________ lbs ____________ lbs 

Day 4 {Previous Day's Weight} \times 2 ____________ lbs ____________ lbs 

1. Graphing the Growth Curve: On a small side-axis on your graph paper, plot your results. Let the 

horizontal x-axis represent Time (Days 1–4) and the vertical y-axis represent Cumulative Grain 

Eaten (0 to 250 lbs). Connect the points. Is your line a perfectly straight diagonal line (linear), 

or does it curve sharply upward (exponential)? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

          Part 4: Analytical Word Problems 

Apply your calculations from the math grids to solve these real-world pioneer dilemmas. 

1. The Cost of Loss: Pa planned to sell his surplus oat crop to the town grain elevator for $0.40 

per pound. Based on your cumulative total from Day 4 in the table above, calculate the total 

amount of money Pa lost because of the blackbird raid. 

o Show your equation setup: ___________________________________________ 

o Final Dollar Loss: ____________ 

2. Rationing Adjustments: Before the swarm, Pa had 600 pounds of grain stored for the winter. 

Deduct your cumulative Day 4 loss from his 600-pound stack. If his two horses, Sam and 

David, consume a combined total of 15 pounds of grain per week, calculate how many full 

weeks of feed Pa has left for his team. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Week 4: The Winter Socials (Chapters 14–17) 

• Reading Schedule: 

o Day 1: Ch. 14 (Sent Sentenced) 

o Day 2: Ch. 15 (The Evening Company) 

o Day 3: Ch. 16 (The Lyceum) 

o Day 4: Ch. 17 (The Sociable) 

 

             Language Arts 

• Vocabulary:  

o Foraging 

o Eluded 

o Eloquent 

o Recitation 

o Standard 

o hospitable 

• Discussion Question: Why were community institutions like the Lyceum and literary debates so 

essential to the mental health and survival of isolated prairie families during dark winters? 

• Writing Activity: Write an argumentative opening statement for a formal debate on whether 

modern technology has made people more or less connected as a community. 

 

       Math Word Problem: Linear Equations & Civic Cost Auditing 

Problem: The town's local Lyceum hall has a flat rental fee of $5.00 per night, plus an operational 

heating oil charge of $0.35 per hour of use. Write a linear cost equation and find the total price to run 

a community social that lasts exactly 4 hours. (See the instructions at the end of the lesson plan.) 

 

   Geography & History 

• Topic: The history of the Lyceum Movement in America. Learn how public debates, guest 

lectures, and shared reading circles promoted adult civic literacy and frontier fellowship. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyceum_movement
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      Science 

• Topic: Acoustic energy and vocal projection. Research how sound waves bounce off flat 

wooden walls inside crowded, unamplified historical assembly halls to make speech clear to 

large crowds. 

 

     Life Skills & Labs 

• The Hospitality Kitchen Lab (Life Skills Integration): Bake a traditional batch of simple 

molasses cookies or basic pioneer popcorn balls to practice hosting a formal "Evening 

Company" social hour. 

 

    PE, Health & Safety 

• Topic: Air purity around crowded coal stoves. Discuss the safety issues of heating enclosed, 

poorly ventilated structural halls full of large crowds using primitive fuel. 

 

      Art, Music & Crafts 

• Topic: Literary performance. Choose a classic historical poem (like Tennyson's works) and 

practice the dramatic art of pioneer elocution and recitation, focusing on proper breath control. 
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     Week 4: The Lyceum Sociable Ledger Card 

Linear Equations & Civic Cost Auditing 

• Unit Context: Chapter 16 (The Lyceum) & Chapter 17 (The Sociable) 

• Student Name: ____________________ 

• Date Started: ____________ Date Completed: ____________ 

 

 

     Part 1: Background & Reading Connection 

In Chapters 16 and 17, the townspeople of De Smet realize they need a way to keep their spirits high 

during the long prairie winter. They establish a local Lyceum, hosting community events filled with 

spelling bees, dramatic recitations, and formal debates on Calumet Avenue. 

To host these socials inside a drafty public hall, the town committee has to manage structural 

expenses. Fuel for the coal stove and lighting oil for the wall lamps cost money, meaning they must 

track a strict budget to ensure the social circle doesn't run into debt. 

Today, you will act as the financial secretary for the De Smet Lyceum Committee. You will use a 

traditional business ledger card to calculate operational expenses using linear equations, track 

incoming entry fees, and balance the community book. 

 

 

       Part 2: Structural Expense Parameters 

The building committee has negotiated the following cost parameters for renting the town hall: 

• Base Facility Rental Fee (Fixed Cost): $5.00 flat fee per evening to unlock and clean the hall. 

• Operational Heating Oil Surcharge (Variable Cost): $0.35 per hour of continuous furnace use 

to combat the sub-zero outdoor temperatures. 

1. Write a linear equation expressing the total cost (C) to run an event as a function of operational 

hours (h): 

Equation: C = ________________________ 

2. Calculate the exact total cost to host a Saturday night Lyceum debate that lasts for 4 hours: 

o Show your work: _____________________________________________________ 

o Total Cost Value: ____________ 
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   Part 3: The De Smet Lyceum Balance Ledger 

 

Instructions: As the town secretary, log each financial transaction chronologically onto the ledger card 

matrix below. Calculate the running balance after every single line item entry. (Hint: Expenses drop your 

balance down, while entry revenues push your balance up). 

 

• Starting Cash Reserve Balance: $10.00 

Entry 

ID 

Transaction Description Category Cash Out (-) Cash In (+) Running 

Balance 

00 Baseline Cash Opening Balance Reserve --- --- $10.00 

01 Paid Flat Facility Hall Rental Fee Expense $5.00 --- __________ 

02 Paid for 4 Hours of Heating Oil 

Surcharge 

Expense __________ --- __________ 

03 Collected Admission Fees from 40 

Town Adults 

Revenue --- $4.00 __________ 

04 Collected Admission Fees from 18 

Children 

Revenue --- $0.90 __________ 

05 Purchased Popcorn kernels for the 

Sociable 

Expense $0.65 --- __________ 
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          Part 4: Financial Secretary Review Analysis 

Answer the following summary evaluation questions using your balanced ledger sheet entries. 

1. Net Position Analysis: At the conclusion of the evening, what is the final cash balance 

remaining on your ledger sheet card? Did the Lyceum turn a net profit or suffer a loss for the 

night? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Per-Capita Value Metrics: The total admission fee collected from the 40 adults who attended 

was $4.00 total. Calculate the individual unit admission price per adult in cents. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Homestead Social Evaluation: Why would a frontier community willing pay their hard-earned 

cash coins to attend a spelling bee or a debate when money was so tight during a winter 

shortage? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Week 5: Transitions & Ambitions (Chapters 18–21) 

• Reading Schedule: 

o Day 1: Ch. 18 (Literary) 

o Day 2: Ch. 19 (The Whirl of Popularity) 

o Day 3: Ch. 20 (The Birthday Party) 

o Day 4: Ch. 21 (The Dark Winter) 

 

             Language Arts 

• Vocabulary:  

o Perilous 

o Hoarded 

o Etiquette 

o Meticulous 

o Milestone 

o transition 

• Discussion Question: How do the birthday gift expectations and formal etiquette rules during 

Laura's teenage years contrast with the simpler gifts she received as a young child? 

• Writing Activity: Write a formal, third-person invitation to an 1880-style birthday party, detailing 

precise dress expectations and behavior rules. 

 

       Math Word Problem 

Problem: Ma plans to bake a specialized layer cake that demands 3.5 cups of refined flour. If her 

storage tin holds a total volume capacity of 14 cups of flour, how many full cake batches can she 

bake before emptying the tin? 

 

   Geography & History 

• Topic: Social structures, etiquette guides, and behavioral rules of Victorian-era youth on the 

American frontier. Study how fashion variations adjusted as teenagers transitioned toward 

adulthood. 
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      Science 

• Topic: Thermodynamics of baking chemical leaveners. Research the chemical reactions of 

baking powders and cream of tartar inside an oven when creating soft cake crumb textures. 

 

     Life Skills & Labs 

• The Etiquette Lab (Life Skills Integration): Practice setting an authentic formal historical table 

setting, demonstrating correct layout patterns for knives, forks, spoons, plates, and cups. (See 

instructions at the end of the lesson.) 

 

    PE, Health & Safety 

• Topic: Mental health wellness through community interaction. Study how group games and 

social interaction served as a psychological shield against cabin fever and winter depression. 

 

      Art, Music & Crafts 

• Topic: Intricate embroidery. Trace a simple monogram pattern onto a clean cotton 

handkerchief and use basic embroidery floss to stitch your initials, mirroring historical 

adolescent skills. 
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     Week 5: The Victorian Etiquette & Formal Dinners Guide 

Social Custom Analysis & Historical Table Mapping 

• Unit Context: Chapter 20 (The Birthday Party) & Chapter 21 (The Dark Winter) 

• Student Name: ____________________ 

• Date Started: ____________ Date Completed: ____________ 

 

     Part 1: Background & Reading Connection 

In Chapter 20, Laura celebrates her sixteenth birthday and attends a gathering that highlights her 

growth into a young adult. As teenagers transitioned into Victorian society during the late 19th 

century, they had to navigate a complex system of social etiquette. 

These unwritten laws dictated exactly how a person stood, spoke, dressed, and even how they held 

their fork at a formal dinner table. For frontier families, maintaining strict social manners was a way 

to keep cultural traditions alive, proving that a small prairie town could be just as refined and civilized 

as any bustling eastern city. 

Today, you will step back into 1881 to examine these traditional manners, map out a historically 

accurate dinner setting, and explore how social expectations changed as Laura grew up. 

 

           Part 2: The Formal Place Setting Grid 
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Instructions: When hosting a formal dinner company, a Victorian table setting had to follow absolute 

mathematical symmetry. Draw a structural bird's-eye view diagram of a formal place setting inside the 

box below based on the historical rules listed. Label each object clearly. 

 

      Mapping Rules to Follow: 

1. The Center: Draw a large circle directly in the middle of your space to represent the main 

Dinner Plate. 

2. The Left Side: Draw two parallel vertical lines on the left side of the plate. Label the inner line 

"Dinner Fork" and the outer line "Salad Fork". 

3. The Right Side: Draw two parallel vertical lines on the right side of the plate. Label the inner 

line "Dinner Knife" (ensure the sharp blade edge faces toward the plate). Label the outer line 

"Soup Spoon". 

4. The Upper Grid: Draw a small circle directly above the top right corner of the plate. Label this 

the "Water Goblet". Place a small horizontal line just to its left, labeled "Bread Knife & Butter 

Plate". 

 

 



 Pollywogsplace.com 

     Part 3: The 1881 Social Etiquette Quiz 

Instructions: Read these actual rule statements excerpted from 19th-century behavior manuals. Circle 

whether the statement is TRUE or FALSE based on Victorian expectations, then explain your reasoning. 

1. Rule: When sitting at a formal dinner table, it is polite to lean back completely, cross your legs 

comfortably, and rest your elbows heavily on the wooden tabletop. 

o Circle One: TRUE / FALSE 

o Why? ________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Rule: If a formal birthday party invitation is written in the third person (e.g., "Miss Wilder requests 

the pleasure of your company"), your written reply must match that exact same formal, third-

person style. 

o Circle One: TRUE / FALSE 

o Why? ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

          Part 4: Analytical Essay Response 

Answer the question below in a complete, multi-sentence paragraph, citing evidence from the text. 

• Prompt: Think back to the early books in the series (like Little House in the Big Woods), where 

Laura’s favorite gifts were a simple homemade rag doll named Charlotte and a single stick of 

peppermint candy. Contrast those childhood memories with the expectations and gifts 

featured during her sixteenth birthday party in Little Town on the Prairie. What do these shifting 

expectations tell us about her changing role within the Ingalls family and frontier society? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     The Etiquette Practicum: Hands-on Lab 

• To complete the Life Skills portion of this week's study, have the student practice setting your 

home dinner table following the exact layout mapped out in Part 2. Run a formal meal where 

family members practice sitting up straight, keeping elbows off the table, and passing food 

items politely using 1881 conversational courtesies. 
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     Week 6: The Teacher's Exam (Chapters 22–25) 

• Reading Schedule: 

o Day 1: Ch. 22 (Laura's Certificate) 

o Day 2: Ch. 23 (Schooltime Begins) 

o Day 3: Ch. 24 (The Schoolhouse) 

o Day 4: Ch. 25 (The Teacher) 

 

             Language Arts 

• Vocabulary:  

o Certificate 

o Rigorous 

o Qualifications 

o Competence 

o Validation 

o transformation 

• Discussion Question: At just 15 years old, Laura receives her official teacher's certificate. How 

does this milestone shift her personal identity and family status? 

• Writing Activity: Write a reflective self-evaluation essay analyzing how you handle intense 

academic pressure or testing situations, and identify areas to build confidence. 

 

       Math Word Problem 

Problem: To secure her certificate, Laura must score at least an 85% on her comprehensive teacher's 

exam. If the test grid contains a total of 60 individual questions, what is the maximum number of 

questions she can answer incorrectly and still earn her passing license? 
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   Geography & History 

• Topic: Teacher certification requirements in early US territories. Compare the curriculum 

content taught to 1880 middle schoolers with the high school graduation parameters of today. 

• "Open the National Archives Education Portal or your local library's digital collection to look up 

an authentic 1880s County Teacher Certification Exam. Replicate three historical test 

questions from the arithmetic or orthography (spelling) sections. Challenge yourself to solve 

them under an 1880 time constraint, and reflect in writing on how the testing standards of the 

pioneer frontier compare to your current grade-level standardized exams." 

 

      Science 

• Topic: Human biological responses to performance stress. Study how adrenaline spikes affect 

your heart rate, focused vision, and cognitive recall during intense testing situations. 

 

     Life Skills & Labs 

• The Final Exam Alternative Lab (Culminating Choice Board): Select either Option A (Create a 

1880 Lesson Plan) or Option B (Write a Persuasive Frontier Essay) to synthesize your learning 

from this entire unit study guide. 

 

    PE, Health & Safety 

• Topic: Cold-weather travel security. Research the strict physical preparation rules needed to 

safely travel by horse and bobsled to an isolated schoolhouse destination during sudden drops 

in visibility. 

 

      Art, Music & Crafts 

• Topic: Designing a formal certificate. Use a calligraphy pen, fine ink, and specialized heavy 

paper to layout, decorate, and script an authentic, hand-drawn 1880 teacher's license. 

 

 

 

https://www.archives.gov/education
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Culminating Performance Choice Board (Final Exam Alternative) 

Choose one of the two comprehensive portfolio projects below to demonstrate your mastery of the 

historical, geographical, and mathematical themes of this novel: 

• Option A: The Pioneer Teacher's Lesson Plan: Design a comprehensive 1881 lesson plan for a 

one-room schoolhouse. Your plan must show how you would teach reading, mental math, and 

geography simultaneously to a mixed-age classroom containing 6-year-old children and 16-

year-old teenagers at the same time. Include your grading parameters. 

• Option B: The Territorial Statehood Editorial: Write a formal 500-word newspaper editorial for 

the De Smet news press arguing whether the Dakota Territory should legally apply for 

immediate statehood. Use historical evidence regarding boundaries, population thresholds 

under the Northwest Ordinance, and economic resources to back up your claim."* 
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Little Town on The Prairie Unit Study Teacher Answer Key 

 

  Week 1: Chapters 1–4 

Vocabulary Definitions 

• Shanty: A small, crudely built shack or cabin used as a temporary shelter on a homestead 

claim. 

• Gopher: A burrowing rodent native to the North American prairies, known for digging extensive 

tunnel networks. 

• Immaculate: Perfectly clean, neat, or tidy; free from any flaws, spots, or blemishes. 

• Sod: The surface layer of topsoil held together by the dense, tangled roots of prairie grasses. 

• Dynamic: Constantly changing, growing, or progressing with energy and activity. 

• Provisions: Necessary supplies, particularly food, water, and clothing, stockpiled for future use. 

 

Discussion Question (Language Arts): The student's response should highlight that Laura shows a 

deeper maturity by taking on heavy physical chores without complaint, viewing her labor as a direct 

contribution to her family’s permanent security rather than just a daily task. 

 

Week 1: Fraction Operations 

• Problem: Pa plants 2/5 of an acre of corn on Monday and 1/3 of an acre on Tuesday. If he 

needs to plant 2 acres total, how many acres remain? 

• Step-by-Step Solution: 

1. Find a common denominator for the fractions (15): 

2/5 = 6/15  

1/3 = 5/15  

2. Add the two planted values together: 6/15 + 5/15 = 11/15 total acres planted. 

3. Subtract the planted amount from the target goal of 2 acres: 

2 – 11/15 = 30/15 – 11/15 = 19/15 = 1 4/15  

• Final Answer: 1 and 4/15  acres remain unplanted. 
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Science Evaluation (Prairie Sod): Full credit requires the student to explain that native grass roots 

form a dense, intertwined mat that acts as a structural anchor. This network prevents wind erosion 

and traps moisture, which made it sturdy enough for pioneers to cut into structural "sod bricks" for 

building. 

 

Pioneer Records Lab (Life Skills/History): The student must identify that a standard Homestead 

Claim required building a home and farming the land, whereas a Tree Claim (Timber Culture Act) 

legally required the pioneer to plant and successfully cultivate a specific number of acres of trees 

over several years to earn the title. 

 

Pioneer Records Lab Verification: 

• Document Profile: Charles P. Ingalls was officially granted land patent #1947 on May 1, 1884 for 

his claim in Kingsbury County, South Dakota. 

• The Timeline Gap: The 5-year gap exists because the law required homesteaders to prove they 

were committed to building up the land by living on it, farming it, and surviving before the 

government would permanently hand over the legal ownership deed. 

• The Tree Claim Intent: The government incentivized planting trees because the Great Plains lacked 

natural windbreaks. Growing timber lines helped slow down destructive prairie winds, prevented 

topsoil erosion, provided building material, and caught blowing snow to create water reservoirs for 

crops. 
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Little Town on The Prairie Unit Study Teacher Answer Key 

 

  Week 2: Chapters 5–8 

Vocabulary Definitions 

• Bastings: Long, loose temporary stitches used by tailors to hold fabric layers in place before 

the final sewing. 

• Speculator: A person who purchases land, goods, or stocks in hopes that the value will rise, 

allowing them to sell for a quick profit. 

• Typography: The art, style, and arrangement of setting type and printing text on a page. 

• Patriotic: Expressing fierce love, devotion, and support for one's home country. 

• Orator: A public speaker, especially one who is highly skilled, eloquent, and persuasive. 

• Assembly: A group of people gathered together in one place for a shared purpose or event. 

 

Discussion Question (Language Arts): Look for the student to point out Laura's selflessness. She 

deeply dislikes the confinement of indoor sewing work but willingly endures it because her love for 

her sister Mary overrides her personal comfort. 

 

Week 2: Linear Income Multipliers 

• Problem: Laura earns $0.25 for every shirt she sews. If she sews 14 shirts in a week, what is 

her income? 

• Step-by-Step Solution: 

1. Set up the basic multiplication equation: {Income} = {Shirts} \times {Rate per shirt} 

2. Multiply the values: 14 \times 0.25 

3. Convert to an easily simplified fraction: 14 \times \1/4 = 14/4 = 3 1/2 

• Final Answer: Laura earns exactly $3.50 for that workweek. 

 

The Tailor's Stitching Lab (Life Skills): Evaluate the student’s scrap fabric based on effort and control 

rather than perfection. A straight stitch should follow a relatively even line, a basting stitch should be 

noticeably long and easy to pull out, and a hem stitch should securely hold an edge down. 

 



 Pollywogsplace.com 

Health & Safety Evaluation (Heat Stroke): The student must list key prevention protocols for summer 

outdoor safety: drinking water consistently (hydration), seeking shade under structural awnings or 

trees, wearing wide-brimmed hats, and recognizing early warning signs like dizziness, heavy sweating, 

or a bright red face. 

 

Map Guide Topography Verification: 

• Town Design: Placing stores facing Main Street right near the tracks allowed for immediate foot 

traffic and let business owners move heavy freight cargo directly from train cars into store 

inventory shelves easily. 

• Territory Identity: Celebrating the 4th of July linked isolated settlers back to their national identity, 

fostering a sense of shared purpose and patriotism as they worked to civilize a territory they 

hoped would soon become an official state. 

• Glacial Topography: Because glaciers had carved the plains flat and free of heavy forests, pioneers 

didn't have to clear thick rocks or timber grids—they simply had to clear low slough grass to create 

open gathering lines and tracks. 
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Little Town on The Prairie Unit Study Teacher Answer Key 

 

  Week 3: Chapters 9–13 

Vocabulary Definitions 

• Commotion: A state of noisy, confused, and chaotic disturbance or activity. 

• Rebellious: Showing a strong desire to resist authority, control, or classroom rules. 

• Subduing: Quieting down an unruly crowd or bringing a wild situation under stable control. 

• Melancholy: A quiet, lingering feeling of pensive sadness or low spirits. 

• Persistent: Continuing firmly or obstinately in a course of action down a specific path despite 

obstacles. 

• Authority: The legal or moral power to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience. 

 

Discussion Question (Language Arts): The student should suggest that the conflict escalated 

because Miss Wilder relied on rigid, harsh authority demands instead of establishing mutual respect. 

De-escalation could have been achieved if she had addressed the older boys calmly, set clear 

expectations privately, or avoided playing favorites. 

 

Week 3: Exponential Growth Calculations 

• Problem: Blackbirds eat 15 lbs of grain on day one. If consumption doubles every day for 4 

straight days, how many total cumulative pounds are eaten? 

• Step-by-Step Solution: 

1. Calculate each day's independent consumption values sequentially: 

▪ Day 1: 15 lbs 

▪ Day 2: 15 \times 2 = 30 lbs 

▪ Day 3: 30 \times 2 = 60 lbs 

▪ Day 4: 60 \times 2 = 120 lbs 

2. Add all daily yields together to discover the cumulative destruction footprint: 

{Total} = 15 + 30 + 60 + 120 = 225  

• Final Answer: A total of 225 pounds of grain are destroyed. 
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       Week 3: The Blackbird Swarm Math Grid 

 

  Teacher Grading Reference & Solution Key 

• Coordinate Grid Audit: 

1. Quadrant: Point B (4,2) has two positive coordinates, placing it squarely in Quadrant I 

(Upper Right). 

2. Directions: Moving from (0,0) to (2,-3) requires moving 2 units East and 3 units South. 

• Exponential Table Answer Values: 

o Day 2: 30 lbs Daily / 45 lbs Cumulative Total 

o Day 3: 60 lbs Daily / 105 lbs Cumulative Total 

o Day 4: 120 lbs Daily / 225 lbs Cumulative Total 

o Graph Shape: The line is a distinct exponential curve that bends sharply upward as time 

progresses. 

• Analytical Word Problem Proofs: 

1. Financial Loss: 225 lbs \times $0.40 = $90.00 total loss. (Note: In 1881, $90 was a 

massive sum, equivalent to several months of town wages!) 

2. Feed Allocation: Remaining grain: 600 - 225 = 375 lbs. Weeks of feed remaining: 375/15 = 

25 full weeks of livestock feed remaining. 

 

Science Evaluation (Avian Swarms): Full credit requires explaining that blackbirds swarm in massive, 

synchronized flocks for protection against predators and to efficiently scout for food. For frontier 

farmers, these swarms were devastating because thousands of birds could strip an entire grain field 

bare in a single afternoon. 

 

Classroom Ergonomics (Health & PE): Ensure the student designs an indoor stretching routine that 

targets the lower back, neck, and shoulders to combat the fatigue of sitting on rigid wooden benches. 
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Little Town on The Prairie Unit Study Teacher Answer Key 

 

  Week 4: Chapters 14–17 

Vocabulary Definitions 

• Foraging: Rummaging or searching around widely to gather wild food, fuel, or vital supplies. 

• Eluded: Escaped or slipped away from a person, a capture, or a clear understanding through 

cleverness. 

• Eloquent: Vividly expressive, moving, and powerful in speech or written language. 

• Recitation: The act of repeating a memorized poem, text, or speech out loud in front of an 

audience. 

• Standard: A level of quality, achievement, or behavior that is considered acceptable or required. 

• Hospitable: Treating guests or strangers with warmth, generosity, and kindness. 

 

Discussion Question (Language Arts): Look for an analysis of mental health. The student should note 

that winter isolation on the prairie caused severe "cabin fever" and depression. Community events like 

the Lyceum provided essential intellectual stimulation, laughter, and human connection, keeping 

families from feeling completely cut off from the world. 

 

Week 4: Multi-Step Variable System Functions 

• Problem: Lyceum rental costs $5.00 flat, plus $0.35 per hour for heating oil. Write the function 

and find the cost for 4 hours. 

• Step-by-Step Solution: 

1. Define the linear function equation using hours (h) as your independent variable: 

{Cost} = 0.35h + 5.00 

2. Substitute h = 4 directly into the equation: {Cost} = 0.35(4) + 5.00  

3. Compute the hourly operational cost layer: 0.35 \times 4 = 1.40 

4. Combine with the base rental fee: 1.40 + 5.00 = 6.40 

• Final Answer: Equation: {Cost} = 0.35h + 5.00; Total operational price: $6.40. 
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  Teacher Grading Reference & Solution Key 

• Linear Function Verification: 

1. Equation Structure: C = 0.35h + 5.00 

2. 4-Hour Event Cost: 0.35(4) + 5.00 = 1.40 + 5.00 = $6.40. 

• Ledger Ledger Audit Values: 

o Entry 01 Running Balance: $5.00 remaining 

o Entry 02 Cash Out / Balance: $1.40 Out / $3.60 remaining balance 

o Entry 03 Running Balance: $7.60 balance 

o Entry 04 Running Balance: $8.50 balance 

o Entry 05 Cash Out / Final Balance: $0.65 Out / $7.85 Final Balanced Value 

• Financial Secretary Analysis Review Proofs: 

1. Net Position: The final balance is $7.85. Since the starting balance was $10.00, the 

committee spent more than it took in for this specific event block (a net loss of $2.15 

relative to opening reserve balances, though total incoming gate revenue ($4.90) nearly 

offset the structural costs of the night ($7.05)). 

2. Unit Price Calculation: $4.00/40 =$ $0.10 or 10 cents per adult ticket. 

 

Social Evaluation: Pioneers paid because emotional survival was just as critical as physical survival. 

Sitting alone in dark, isolated cabins for months caused crushing loneliness; gathering together at the 

Lyceum restored hope, kept minds sharp, and strengthened community bonds needed to survive 

hardships. 

 

Acoustics Evaluation (Science): The student should explain that hard, flat wooden walls reflect sound 

waves rather than absorbing them. In an unamplified hall, this reflection creates natural reverberation 

that projects a speaker's voice further back into the room. 

 

The Hospitality Lab (Life Skills): Grade the student on their social etiquette execution during your 

mock "Evening Company"—focusing on polite conversation, offering food to others first, and 

demonstrating active listening skills. 
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Little Town on The Prairie Unit Study Teacher Answer Key 

 

  Week 5: Chapters 18–21 

Vocabulary Definitions 

• Perilous: Incredibly dangerous, hazardous, or exposing a person to high risk. 

• Hoarded: Collected and hid away a large store of items or resources secretly. 

• Etiquette: The customary code of polite behavior and formal rules that dictate social 

interactions. 

• Meticulous: Acting with extreme care, precision, and immense attention to detail. 

• Milestone: An important event, stage, or turning point in the timeline of a person's life or 

development. 

• Transition: The process or period of changing from one state, position, or age group to 

another. 

 

Discussion Question (Language Arts): The student should observe that as a child, Laura's gifts were 

simple, practical toys or treats (like a rag doll or a stick of candy). As a teenager, the gifts and 

expectations shift to refined items (like a autograph album or fine sewing materials) and formal 

parties that require strict social rules, signaling her transition into adulthood. 

 

Week 5: Volumetric Division Multipliers 

• Problem: Cake requires 3.5 cups of flour. The tin holds 14 cups. How many batches can Ma 

bake? 

• Step-by-Step Solution: 

1. Set up the basic structural division equation: 

{Batches} = Total Volume Available/Volume per Batch 

2. Divide the values: 14/3.5 

3. Multiply by 2 to clear decimals if needed: 28/7 = 4 

Final Answer: She can bake exactly 4 complete batches. 
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Baking Chemistry Evaluation (Science): The student must explain that chemical leaveners (like 

baking powder) react when mixed with liquids and exposed to heat, releasing carbon dioxide bubbles. 

These bubbles expand inside the batter, causing the cake to rise and creating a soft, airy texture. 

 

The Etiquette Lab (Life Skills): Verify that the formal table setting layout is correct: plate in the center, 

forks on the left, knives and spoons on the right (with the knife blade facing the plate), and the water 

glass placed just above the knife. 

 

  Teacher Grading Reference & Solution Key 

• Place Setting Diagram Audit: Verify that the student's drawing shows strict geometric 

alignment. Forks must sit on the left, knives and spoons on the right, with the knife blade 

turned inward toward the central plate. The water goblet must occupy the top-right position. 

• Etiquette Quiz Key: 

1. Elbows on Table: FALSE. Victorian manners demanded an erect, upright posture; resting 

elbows on the table or slouching slumped was seen as a sign of lazy breeding and 

disrespect. 

2. Invitation Matching: TRUE. Social decorum required correspondence to match the 

formal tone of the host perfectly to maintain appropriate social standards. 

• Analytical Essay Proof Standards: Full credit requires the student to track her maturity curve. 

They should note that childhood gifts focused on play, comforting stability, and simple 

immediate pleasures. Her teenage gifts (like the autograph album) and the birthday social 

signify that she is no longer a child to be protected; she is a young woman entering public 

society who must be evaluated on her poise, social grace, and ability to conform to adult 

communal standards. 
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Little Town on The Prairie Unit Study Teacher Answer Key 

 

  Week 6: Chapters 22–25 

Vocabulary Definitions 

• Certificate: An official document attesting to a person's status, academic achievements, or 

legal qualifications. 

• Rigorous: Extremely thorough, strict, harsh, or demanding high levels of accuracy. 

• Qualifications: General skills, experiences, or legal certificates that make someone suitable for 

a specific job. 

• Competence: The proven ability to do something successfully, efficiently, and skillfully. 

• Validation: The official recognition, approval, or confirmation that something is true, fair, and 

worthwhile. 

• Transformation: A complete, dramatic change in a person's form, appearance, role, or 

character. 

 

Discussion Question (Language Arts): Earning the certificate transforms Laura from a schoolgirl into 

a professional authority figure. It shifts her family status because she is now a financial wage-earner 

capable of independently paying for Mary's college education, elevating her responsibilities to an 

adult level. 

 

Week 6: Percentage Systems & Threshold Limits 

• Problem: Needs an 85% score to pass a 60-question test. What is the maximum number of 

wrong answers allowed? 

• Step-by-Step Solution: 

1. Determine the minimum number of correct questions required to pass: 

{Correct} = 60 \times 0.85 = 51 correct answers  

2. Deduct the mandatory passing questions from the total question pool to isolate errors: 

{Max Wrong} = 60 - 51 = 9  

• Final Answer: The maximum number of incorrect answers allowed is 9 questions. 
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Stress Biology Evaluation (Science): Full credit requires the student to describe the "fight-or-flight" 

response: an adrenaline spike increases heart rate to pump blood to muscles, narrows visual focus, 

and can temporarily stall higher cognitive recall if anxiety is not managed, mimicking what Laura felt 

before her exam. 

 

Final Project Rubric (Life Skills/Art): Evaluate their final hand-drawn certificate or lesson plan 

presentation based on historical accuracy, neatness, and depth of content. 

 

 

 

 

 


